Chapter-VI

CERTAIN TIME BOUND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
OPERATIONS

(1) SALVAGE ARCHEOLOGY:
The new branch of Archaeology has assumed great

significance due to developmental programes along the major river

valleys. Consequently the rise of Hydro-Electric dams across the
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*sitain Time Bound Archaeological Operalions

! inrespect ofnearly 108 villages in Mahboobnagar and Kurnool
districts of A P Huge temples and Monuments right from the early
historical period were excavated, below the foundational levels
recording , for the first time, the ancient agamic and ritual modes
observed while setting up the temples at these sacred tirtha sthalas,

A circumstance that envisaged stripping of monuments of
sanctity and great antiquity down to their foundations o fsucha
large scale is unknown earlier to the archaeological pursuit. One
can see now at the Alampur town and its precincts along the river
course, but on a higher place, the transplanted temples of great
atistio menit and structural magnitude like the Kudali Sangamesvara
(PL.VHI) and Paranasi group of temples. While dismantling the
temples of Papanasi group certain rare Sthapatya and agama
modes observed by the builders were carefully documented and
these practices were observed while reconsecrating them above

. submergence level. The sacred Kalasas (PL.IX) and the symbolic
offerings in them were noted and preserved for posterity.

We may remember here that great works undertaken in
the Aswan Dam Project in the Nile valley (1959 onwards),
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golance Of Archaology &

; ine Archaeology has gained momentum

| -:l: :;t;:,‘;l:;:::lli :T::lulﬁ:un:a of Dr. S.R. I{ajn who established

{mm.-i ia'ﬂruhﬂﬂulugy centre with the technical and financial

:l:f:fw::w from the N:ﬁim al Institute of Oceanography, Goa. The

Marine Archacological Fxx plorations (1 082-84), at Bet Dwara_ka

by 8.1, Rao brought to light the city of Mahabharata fan:m with

severl important finds. “The port city of Pumpuhar of the times of

Farly Chola kings, submergd in the Bay of BEEH gal, ha..f.\; been chose

as a prominent site for under water explorations. Itis stated that

a major Port town of 300 B.C. extended over 4 Km. on the
South East coast of Tamilnadu.
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we were severally troubled by it. But ultimately it was, I suppose,
inevitable that we decided in favour of the present, even though at
the cost somewhat of the past. Although when we look more
deeply into the matter, that turned out to be the best way of
preserving the past also because these old relics at
Nagarjunakonda were gradually fading out, crumbling into the dust
and ashes and we decided that they should be recovered bodily
and placed on a little island in the middle of the lake which would
not be submerged and preserve them in such a way as really to
prevent their decay”. In this regard we may quote extracts from
an appeal made by the Director General of UNESCO (March-
1960), to all countries.
“These monuments whose loss may be tragically near do
not belong solely to the countries who hold them in trust. The
whole world has the right to see them endured”. Thus an

international campaign to have the World Heritage Monuments
was launched.,

Archaeological salvage operations of an unprecedented scale were

the physical removal and
standing monuments and
sculptures, Inscriptions and

planned in these areas res ulting in
transportation of excavated sites,
Temples. Some remarkable
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